

GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS
Thank you for your interest in the Meaningful Maps project.  The aim of this project is to assemble a collection of maps drawn by children and young people from diverse social backgrounds and geographical settings to provide a unique portrait of places that matter to them. The project is an independent venture run by a volunteer team of geography teacher educators with the support of the Geographical Association (GA) and Canterbury Christ Church University (CCCU) and endorsement from the British Cartographic Society (BCS). The pilot of this research took place during the academic year 2017 – 2018 and we now have an archive of over 500 maps. You can read more about the project here. 
What we are looking for
We are now extending the Meaningful Maps project to find out if the places that children value in their immediate neighbourhood have changed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are particularly interested in maps from children aged 7 – 11 (Key Stage 2) and we welcome entries from any setting (home, school or community facility) within the UK and Ireland.  If you are a teacher you may decide to submit entries from an entire class or from pupils of different age ranges (we suggest a maximum of 50-60 entries per school and would prefer no more than 30).  If you submitting from a home setting clearly the numbers will much smaller! However, as the project has a research element, rather than being selective. please submit all maps from any particular group of children.
Taking part in the project
Please return completed maps to: 
Dr Stephen Scoffham, Meaningful Maps, Park Cottage, Acrise, Folkestone, Kent CT18 8LH Email:  stephen.scoffham51@gmail.com
It is important that each map is accompanied by a short explanation saying what it shows and why it is significant to the child who has drawn it.  This statement is additional to the any labels and notes on the map itself.  Very young children may simply add a sentence written with adult support.  We wouldn’t normally expect the statement to exceed 50-100 words.
Each map will also need to accompanied by a proforma which is available here giving details of the pupil’s age, sex etc and granting permission for the work to be archived and reproduced. We will treat each map with complete confidentiality as far as the pupil’s identity is concerned: the project has been approved by the CCCU ethics committee.  

